
NAME: EMAIL:  

ADDRESS: CITY, STATE, ZIP:  

PHONE: ALTERNATE PHONE: 

COLONY LOCATION (if different from above): 

Please list all known cats in the colony: 

Community Cat Caregiver 

Permit Application 

*PLEASE NOTE, colonies will NOT approved on public property. Written permission from property owner must be provided if applicant is not 

property owner. Rental properties require written property owner permission. Proof of Ownership is required.* 

*Colonies must not exceed 15 cats, each cat must be spayed or neutered, ear tipped, and microchipped at caretaker’s expense.    

Resources will be provided to contact for assistance, if needed* 

A NON-REFUNDABLE $35 APPLICATION FEE IS DUE AT TIME OF APPLICATION SUBMISSION. 

Cat Description/Identifying Markings Microchipped? Ear Tipped? Spayed/Neutered?

1  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

2  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

3  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

4  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

5  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

6  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

7  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

8  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

9  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

10  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

11  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

12  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

13  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

14  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

15  Y  N  Y  N         Y N

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Applicant Full Name (first, middle, last):_______________________________________________________________________ DOB:_____________________________ 

Driver’s License Number:________________________________ Issued State:_______________ Receipt of Payment Number:_________________________ 

Reviewed by (staff member name):___________________________________________________________________ Date:_____________________________ 



Please read and initial the below requirements or provisions: 

 

________ I have read and understand the attached City of Sioux Falls Ordinance (Section 90.018 Community Cat 

Initiative) pertaining to Trap, Neuter, Return 

________ I understand that I must provide a minimum of food, water, shelter, and medical care for the cats in my 

colony at all times 

________ I have read and understand the attached Community Cat Caregiver Guide  

________ I understand a colony must not exceed 15 cats, which must be spayed/neutered, ear tipped, and 

microchipped with the registration in my name 

________ I understand that I must actively work towards decreasing the number of cats in my colony through 

Trap, Neuter, Return and failure to do so will result in revocation of permit 

________ I understand that my permit may be revoked at any time for violations of the City of Sioux Falls 

Ordinance, State Codified Animal Laws, or lack of providing minimum care  

________ I understand that this permit is not transferrable; all new caretakers must apply separately and if I am 

unable to continue care I must rehome or relocate all cats in my colony in a timely manner, or reach out to the 

Sioux Falls Area Humane Society to aid in rehoming and relocation 

________ I understand that I will be responsible for all costs of care including food, spay/neuter, ear tipping, 

microchipping, vaccinations, emergency medical care (if a cat is discovered injured or sick), humane euthanasia 

fees (if a cat is discovered fatally injured), or applicable impoundment fees (if a cat is legally impounded by 

Sioux Falls Animal Control for any other reason excluding running at large) 

________ I understand that to be approved an inspection of my property or colony location will be carried out by 

Humane Society Officials to ensure proper facilities are available 

________ I understand that if my application is not approved, I cannot feed or encourage cats to remain on my 

property to any extent, cats in my care must be actively rehomed or relocated and Humane Society Officials 

may report instances of ordinance violations to Sioux Falls Animal Control 

________ I understand that I must renew this application yearly, for a $35 application fee each year, and Humane 

Society Officials will be inspecting the property at each renewal 

I, the undersigned, have read the entirety of this application and agree to follow all guidelines of the 

City of Sioux Falls Ordinances pertaining to the Community Cat Initiative. Furthermore, I agree to 

follow all guidelines set forth by the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society. By signing below, I certify that 

all of the information provided in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge and I 

assume all costs and liability of the animals under my immediate care within this colony.  

 

 

SIGNATURE:          DATE: 

 

 



 

 

This form is to be utilized by perspective and active Community Cat Caregivers before and 

during approval to do so by the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society. 

Please be sure to read this guide in its entirety and keep it for later reference. 
 

Definitions: (per Sioux Falls City Animal Ordinance chapter 90)  

Community Cat: A cat that is feral.  

Community Cat Caregiver: A person who, in accordance with this section, is approved by the Sioux 

Falls Area Humane Society, and provides care to a community cat(s), including food, shelter, and/or 

medical care, while not being considered the owner, harborer, controller, or keeper of the community 

cat.  

Ear-tipping: The removal of the 1/4-inch tip of a community cat’s ear, performed while the cat is 

under anesthesia, to identify the community cat as being sterilized and vaccinated for rabies.  

Stray or Abandoned Animal:  A domestic animal, which, for the time being, has no identified 

owner.  A feral animal is not a stray animal.  

Trap-Neuter-Return: The process of humanely trapping, sterilizing, vaccinating for rabies, ear-

tipping, and microchipping a community cat prior to returning them to their original location.  

As outlined in the Sioux Falls City Animal Ordinance, community cats “shall not be impounded for 

solely being at large,” meaning that any cat identified as a community cat via ear-tipping or microchip 

by Sioux Falls Animal Control or the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society, will be returned in-field to its 

designated colony location. If a colony cat is impounded at the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society, the 

contact for its caregiver will be contacted to come to the Humane Society to pick up said cat and 

return it to its designated colony.  
 

In situations where a community cat is brought in with severe medical complications or injuries (i.e. hit 

by a car, attacked by a dog, unresponsive), the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society may make the 

decision to humanely euthanize the cat immediately to prevent further suffering. Deceased 

community cats that may be brought to the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society and identified as a 

community cat via ear-tipping and microchip, will not be held for a stray-wait period. In both 

situations, the caregiver associated with the cat will be notified of its outcome.  

  

Responsibilities as a Community Cat Caregiver  
 

A Community Cat Caregiver is responsible for providing the minimal required care to the cats in their 

colony as described below:  
 

Food  

Adequate food must be accessible by community cats. This may be provided in the form of dry kibble, 

canned wet food, or a combination of both. Consider the pros and cons of these options. Wet food, 

Community Cat Caregiver 

 Trap-Neuter-Return Guidelines 



while more desirable, is more expensive, goes bad quickly, attracts bugs and pests, and freezes in 

colder temperatures. Dry kibble may be a more cost-effective route and is easier to store. It is 

recommended to establish a set “feeding time” and location. Cats will quickly recognize this routine 

and may be waiting at mealtime. Place food in bowls, on a cooking sheet, or other easily removed 

placing. Cats may be weary to approach, so it is best to leave the area, go inside, or sit in a vehicle 

nearby while they eat. If the food is eaten within 15 minutes, consider putting more out. All food 

dishes and leftover food should be removed within 30 minutes. Do not allow food to sit out – it will 

attract insects, wildlife, be subject to rain, etc. Keep the feeding area clean. This will help to maintain 

the health of the cats and promote positive community relations.  
 

Water  

Potable water must always be available, regardless of time of day. Consider using large, heavy bowls 

that are not easily tipped over. Provide fresh water daily, removing old or soiled water, cleaning bowls 

as needed. In the winter or during freezing temperatures, heated water bowls may be needed to 

ensure continuous availability of fresh water.  Using a larger bowl or insulating it may also prevent 

freezing. Check water frequently and replace frozen water as needed.  

Food and water should be placed in an area away from foot traffic and roadways. If possible, develop 

a feeding station that provides shelter from the elements.  
 

Shelter  

Shelter, like food and water, is required. This can be provided in many forms, but the general 

standards are as follows:  

 Protection from the elements – waterproof, windproof, elevated off the ground. The shelter 

should be fully enclosed with a small doorway 6-8" wide to allow cats access. If it is not possible to 

add a flap to the doorway to keep cold air from blowing in, have the doorway facing away from 

the wind.  

 Bedding – straw deters moisture and insulates adequately. Do NOT use blankets or fabric, this 

holds moisture and freezes.  

 

Cleaning  

The Community Cat Caregiver is responsible for maintaining the cleanliness of the designated space 

as described below:  

 Removal of uneaten food within 30 minutes of feeding to prevent bugs, wildlife, and mold.  

 Cleaning of all food and water bowls after use to prevent bacteria growth and spread of 

disease.  

 Removal of trash associated with care (i.e. cans, bags, etc.).  

 It is recommended to provide some form of “litterbox” using sand or peatmoss to deter cats 

from urinating and defecating on neighboring properties.  Do not use regular cat litter as it will be 

ruined by weather. Scoop the litter area regularly to reduce odor and deter flies.  

 

Health & Medical Care  

Be aware of the conditions of the Community Cats in your care. Community Cat Caregivers are 

responsible for monitoring their colony for any signs or symptoms of disease, injury, or distress. This 

includes but is not limited to:  

 Changes in behavior  



 Changes in eating habits  

 Dull eyes or coat  

 Discharge from the nose or eyes  

 Sneezing, wheezing  

 Weight loss  

 Fur loss  

 Limping/broken limbs  

 Open wounds or injuries  

 Neurologic concerns – head tilt, seizures  

Consult with a veterinarian if any of these symptoms arise or to determine whether a sick cat needs to 

be re-trapped and examined or humanely euthanized.  

  

Important Notes  

The Community Cat Caregiver is solely responsible for the costs of providing any of the 

resources described above. This includes any costs to conduct Trap-Neuter-Release, which entails, but 

is not limited to:  

 Cost of traps  

 Neutering/spaying  

 Ear-tipping  

 Microchipping  

 Vaccination against Rabies  

Humane Officers with the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society will conduct a site visit before approving 

an application for Community Cat Caregiver. Officers will inspect the intended area for Community 

Cat care and speak with the prospective Community Cat Caregiver to ensure they will be able to 

perform the duties responsibly. Humane Officers with the Sioux Falls Area Humane Society have the 

right to perform inspections following applicant approval as they see fit. Any Community Cat 

Caregiver who is found to not be providing care as described above may be subject to revocation of 

approval if they are unable to rectify their practices.   

  

Helpful Resources  
 

For Spay/Neuter Assistance contact Sioux Empire TNR Coalition - https://siouxempiretnr.org/   

 
For tips on further care and management of community cats visit any of the following sites: 

https://www.alleycat.org/resources/how-to-help-community-cats-a-step-by-step-guide-to-trap-

neuter-return/  

https://www.alleycat.org/our-work/feral-friends-network/feral-friends-network-connect/  

https://www.alleycat.org/resources/best-practices-community-cat-colony-care/  

https://www.alleycat.org/resources/special-considerations-and-equipment-necessary-for-handling-a-

feral-cat/  

  

 

https://siouxempiretnr.org/
https://www.alleycat.org/resources/how-to-help-community-cats-a-step-by-step-guide-to-trap-neuter-return/
https://www.alleycat.org/resources/how-to-help-community-cats-a-step-by-step-guide-to-trap-neuter-return/
https://www.alleycat.org/our-work/feral-friends-network/feral-friends-network-connect/
https://www.alleycat.org/resources/best-practices-community-cat-colony-care/
https://www.alleycat.org/resources/special-considerations-and-equipment-necessary-for-handling-a-feral-cat/
https://www.alleycat.org/resources/special-considerations-and-equipment-necessary-for-handling-a-feral-cat/



